
Digital Principles Self-Assessment

Introduction
Since DIAL was granted stewardship over the Digital Principles in 2016, the Digital Principles
community has grown greatly from 54 initial endorsers to over 270 endorsers. Over that time, DIAL
has released numerous resources, such as design toolkits, case studies, webinars, training materials,
podcasts, and more. However, we want to continue improving the resources available to the Digital
Principles community and highlight share the experiences of other Principles endorsers. To this end,
we are reaching out to the community to learn a bit more about how you engage with, adopt, and
integrate the Digital Principles into your projects and programs.

This survey is designed to learn more about the activities that endorsers conduct that involve the
Digital Principles. You will be presented with a series of yes or no questions about possible activities
that your organization may implement. If you indicate yes to any of the options, you will be provided
space to provide links and/or more detail that demonstrates your organization’s engagement with the
Digital Principles.

DIAL will then use the data to identify organization's according to the Digital Principles' internal tiering
system as either gold, silver, or bronze. The general grading criteria is as follows:

Bronze : Activities within this tier pertain to minimal engagement with the Principles. These typically
consist of efforts toward promotion and awareness of the Digital Principles within and outside of your
organization, but not activities related to their adoption or use. 

Silver : Activities within this tier pertain to modest engagement with the Principles aimed toward
adoption of principles. While there are some minor activities of use, many of these activities are
geared toward creating an organizational culture that values the Principles. 

Gold : Activities within this tier consist of concerted efforts for the incorporation of Principles to
facilitate organizational change. All activities pertain to systematic inquiry, policy-making, or actual
use and implementation of Principle-informed policies and procedures.

Once DIAL has received responses to the survey, DIAL will inform you of what level your organization
was assessed at, along with any justification for the chosen level. Only gold-level organizations will
have any labels or indications on Digital Principles-affiliated websites. DIAL will not share the any
information beyond which organizations are gold with any other organization. DIAL will then share the
aggregated results with the Digital Principles community as well as potentially contact any gold-level
organizations about follow-up opportunities to share their experiences on integrating the Digital
Principles into their work, including case studies, webinars, podcasts, or other media.
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Digital Principles Self-Assessment

About your organization

* 1. What is your name? 

* 2. What organization do you represent? 

2



Digital Principles Self-Assessment

Bronze level - Learning and engagement
Activities within this tier pertain to general engagement with the Digital Principles. These typically
consist of efforts toward promotion and awareness of the Digital Principles within and outside of your
organization, but not activities related to adoption or use.
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 Yes No I don't know

Within the past year, my
organization has
referenced the Digital
Principles on social
media.

Within the past year, my
organization has written
and published a blog
about the Digital
Principles.

Within the past year, my
organization has cited
the Digital Principles in a
published report or other
external-facing
document.

Within the past year, my
organization presented
on a panel or spoke on a
webinar where the
Digital Principles were
discussed.

Within the past year, my
organization was
present at a
conference/event where
the Digital Principles
were cited or
incorporated into
presentations by
participants or
organizers.

Within the past year, my
organization has had at
least one representative
participate in a training
session about the Digital
Principles that was NOT
organized by my
organization.

* 3. Please answer the following questions on whether your organization has completed one or more of the

following activities: 

4. If your organization referenced the Digital Principles through social media, please provide the link below, if

possible: 
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5. If your organization published a blog that referenced the Digital Principles, please provide the link below, if

possible: 

6. If your organization referenced the Digital Principles through a published report, please provide the link

below, if possible: 

7. If your organization presented on a panel or webinar where the Digital Principles were discussed, please

provide more detail below (e.g. panel/webinar name, date, presenter, etc.), if possible: 

8. If your organization presented at a conference where the Digital Principles were cited or incorporated by

participants, please provide more detail below (e.g. conference name, date, presenters, etc.), if possible: 

9. If your organization participated in a training session about the Digital Principles that was NOT implemented

by your organization, please provide more detail below (e.g. date, trainer name, etc.), if possible: 
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Digital Principles Self-Assessment

Silver level - Adoption and culture
Activities within this tier pertain to modest engagement with the Digital Principles aimed toward
adoption of principles. While there are some minor activities of use, many of these activities are
geared toward creating an organizational culture that values the Digital Principles.

 Yes No I don't know

Within the past year, my
organization has
organized a brown bag
lunch, internal seminar
or meeting to discuss
the Digital Principles

Within the past year, my
organization has
partnered with the Digital
Principles team on a
training, workshop,
podcast episode, or
event.

Within the past year, my
organization has
organized a forum,
conference, or session
on one or more of the
Digital Principles for the
digital development
community without
assistance from DIAL or
the Digital Principles
team.

Within the past year, my
organization has
successfully encouraged
another organization to
endorse the Digital
Principles.

Within the past year, my
organization has
implemented an internal
training that incorporated
the Digital Principles

* 10. Please answer the following questions on whether your organization has completed one or more of the

following activities: 

6



Within the past year, my
organization has
submitted a proposal to
a Request For Proposal
(RFP) or other grant or
contract opportunity from
a funder that cited the
Digital Principles.

Within the past year, my
organization has used a
toolkit or resource from
the Digital Principles
website.

Within the past year, my
organization has written
or co-written a case
study involving the
Digital Principles or
other report that relied
heavily on the Digital
Principles for framing
and/or analysis.

 Yes No I don't know

11. If your organization organized a brown bag or internal seminar, please provide more detail below (e.g.

date, topics covered, etc.), if possible: 

12. If your organization partnered with the Digital Principles team, please provide more detail (e.g. date, event

partnered, etc), if possible: 

13. If your organization organized a forum, conference, or session on one or more of the Digital Principles,

please provide more detail below (e.g. date, topics covered, etc.), if possible: 

14. If your organization successfully encouraged another organization to endorse the Digital Principles, please

provide more detail below (e.g., timeframe, how encouraged, interests, etc.), if possible: 
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15. If your organization implemented an internal training on the Digital Principles, please provide detail below

(e.g. date, how training was implemented, topics covered, etc.), if possible: 

16. If your organization submitted a proposal to a RFP that cited the Digital Principles, please provide detail

below (e.g. RFP-issuing organization, RFP topic, time period, etc.), if possible: 

17. If your organization used a toolkit or resource from the Digital Principles website, please provide more

detail below (e.g. toolkit/resource used, time period, how it was used, etc.), if possible: 

18. If your organization wrote or co-wrote a case study involving the Digital Principles, please provide more

detail below (e.g. title, date, Digital Principles discussed, etc.), if possible: 
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Digital Principles Self-Assessment

Gold level - Integration
Activities within this tier consist of concerted efforts for the incorporation of Digital Principles to
facilitate organizational change. All activities pertain to systematic inquiry, policy-making, or actual
use and implementation of Digital Principle-informed policies and procedures.
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 Yes No I don't know

Within the past year, my
organization has made a
change in organizational
policy or procedure to
align with the Digital
Principles.

Within the past year, my
organization has
conducted a Digital
Principles-Focused
Evaluation

Within the past year, my
organization has drafted
an organizational Digital
Principles strategy plan

Within the past year, my
organization has
assessed institutional
capacity to implement a
Digital Principles
strategy plan

Within the past year, my
organization has
adapted monitoring &
evaluation systems that
incorporate the Digital
Principles into the
monitoring & evaluation
criteria.

Within the past year, my
organization has created
a Digital Principles
review board (i.e. a
formal mechanism to
provide input and
feedback on your
organization's digital
technology strategy and
spending)

* 19. Please answer the following questions on whether your organization has completed one or more of the

following activities: 

20. If your organization made an organizational change to policy or procedure to better align with the Digital
Principles,  please provide more detail below (e.g. time period, organizational change made, effects, etc.), if

possible: 
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21. If your organization conducted a Digital Principles-Focused Evaluation, please provide more detail below

(e.g. time period, evaluator, effects/results, etc.), if possible: 

22. If your organization drafted an organizational Digital Principles strategy plan, please provide more detail

below (e.g. time period, general strategy plan details, results/effects, etc.), if possible: 

23. If your organization assessed institutional capacity to implement a Digital Principles strategy plan, please

provide more detail below (e.g. time period, general assessment details, results/effects), if possible: 

24. If your organization incorporated the Digital Principles into monitoring and evaluation systems, please
provide more detail below (e.g. time period, how Principles were incorporated, results/effects, etc.), if possible:

25. If your organization created a Digital Principles review board, please provide more detail below (e.g. time

period, how review board operates, results/effect), if possible: 
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Digital Principles Self-Assessment

26. What additional activities, if any, has your organization implemented involving the Digital Principles that

was not covered by previous questions in this survey? 

* 27. My organization has improved digital and data capacity as a result of our participation in the Digital

Principles community. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree Nor Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

28. What additional resources would you like to see available to help your organization use the Digital

Principles more effectively? 

Case studies on organizational use of the Digital Principles

Case studies on sectoral use of the Digital Principles

Case studies on strategic integration of the Digital
Principles

Monitoring and evaluation toolkits and resources

Project/program design toolkits and resources

Training toolkits and resources

Communication and advocacy toolkits and resources

Translation of current resources into non-English languages

Other (please specify)

29. Would your organization be interested in partnering with the Digital Principles on a case study, report,

event, or creation of another toolkit or resource? 

Yes

No

I don't know

30. If yes, what topic or product would your organization be interested in partnering on? 
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31. Is there any additional feedback that you would like to provide on the Digital Principle? 
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Digital Principles Self-Assessment

Conclusion
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Scott Neilitz at sneilitz@digitalimpactalliance.org or Claudine Lim at
clim@digitalimpactalliance.org.
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